28        LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER
From General Butler
Ed. Qrs., Aug. 10*/i, 1864. 10.20 P.M.
Brig. Genl. MARSTON, FORT POCAHONTAS
I DESIRED Col. Innis to cob'perate with General Graham in a movement upon the enemy near Cabin Point, and so pursue them down to Swans Point.
Graham landed at daybreak. You stopped the march of Col. Innis until 10.45 by saying "Don't move until I come. I will be there in an hour." Do you not get up to make movements until 10.45 ? It is a little later in the morning than I am accustomed to see my officers move. Please explain.
BENJ. F. BUTLER, Maj. Genl.
From Mrs. Butler to General Butler
LOWHLL, August 10ft, '64
DEAREST : We arrived home this morning. You know that from the word we had we should be excited as we neared home. I had determined to show no emotion if it were possible to control it. Bennie stood at the gate in his best suit, ready to touch off his little cannon. He bowed to us gravely, as we whirled by, touched off the cannon and flew across tjie lawn to kiss us at the door. The others were all glad, rejoiced to see us. But there was sadness behind it, for Harriet's case has been consulted upon by the Boston doctors, and pronounced hopeless. They do not recommend an operation. It is cancer of the breasts. I do not give up all hope. So Dr. Kimball said of Mrs. Stephen's case. Yet it has not troubled her. Harriet has very little pain, no ulceration, but the breast is drawn back. Dr. Kimball has not seen her yet. I shall send for him. Unfortunately, I could not find Dr. McCormick. Would it be impossible for you and him to come on in the next two or three weeks? Pray do if you can. I shall close the house in September if you do not object. There is great difficulty in getting servants, nor would it be possible to leave Harriet here unless I stayed with her. The doctors prescribe nothing but to be cheerful and a good diet. If she continues as well I will take her to the Fortress, get Sally to attend upon her, sleep in the room and give her the advantage of cheerful company, and the children will go with us and continue their studies. All this depends of course on your staying. And I can see no likelihood of your coming home to stay. But do